CHAPTER XXXIII

PROMOTION   AND  ADVANCEMENT
1898

PBESIDEISFT MCEJNLEY advanced and promoted the two squad-
ron commanders and a number of other officers of the ships of
their squadrons for "eminent and conspicuous conduct in battle"
for the part taken in the action of July 3? 1898. These commis-
sions bore date of August 10, 1898, but having been issued dur-
ing the recess of Congress it was necessary, under a provision
of the Constitution, to submit the persons so nominated to the
Senate for the advice and consent of that body when the Con-
gress assembled in December, 1898, in order to validate the ap-
pointments.

The ad interim commission of Admiral Sampson advanced
that officer eight numbers, promoting him into the grade of rear
admiral; that of the commander of the Second Squadron ad-
vanced him six numbers, promoting him likewise into the grade
of rear admiral. The effect of these promotions was to advance
Admiral Sampson over the head of the commander of the Sec-
ond Squadron, who had been his senior in rank for forty-two
years.

In the interval from the battle to the date when these nom-
inations were submitted an unfortunate controversy arose over
the question of these advancements. From day to day it grew
in acrimony as the fuller details of the battle became more widely
understood through the press of the country. There was a
natural alignment of opinion, as there is on most questions, and
this resulted in the non-confirmation of the appointments in the
order named.

From the moment this controversy began the commander of
the Second Squadron did not open his lips upon the question,
nor did he by suggestion or intimation, except in the Hodgson
letter, take any part in the controversy until he was requiredckhouses?
